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PORTRAITS OF AMATEURS. 
MR. W. A. MAYS. 


At the present time we can scarcely call 
to mind the name of an amateur, whose 
portrait we have not already given, more 
worthy the employment of our pen than 
that of Mr. W. A. Mays. We first became 
acquainted with him about five years ago, 
at the Globe Theatre, Newington, where 
he invariably sustained characters of all 
descriptions, both tragic and comic, some 
of them with infinite credit. A twelve- 
month after we heard of his lecturing on 
“The History of the Drama,’’ and so well 
had he handled his subject that a popular 
dramatist present there and then bargained 
for the manuscript, but without success. 
Still fresher to our memory are his 
performance of Modus in “‘ the Hunchback,”’ 
Claude Melnotte, Othello, and Hamlet, 
the former with an originality of humour 
searcely credible for an amateur, and the 
latter with a philosophy and pathos almost 
perfection. At Bass’s Rooms he has long 
been known and highly respected as the 
author of several essays, plays, and poems, 
some of the latter bearing evidence of con- 
siderable poetic talent. Our own “ Journal,” 
“The Players,” ‘South London News,” 
“ London Journal,” and ‘ Weekly Times,” 
having occasionally inserted his produc- 
tions, which have been highly eulogised by 
several authors of distinction. He is now 
the sunny side of twenty-four years of age, 





five feet nine or ten inches in height, of 





gentlemanly bearing and pleasing counte- 
nance, and is in company witty, but not 
offensively so. The Pimlico Dramatic 
Society, with which he is now connected, 
may indeed be proud of Mr. May’s acquain- 
tance, and while we regret his absence from 
the regular stage, being so much fitted for 
it, it is a source of pleasure for us to hear 
that he has something less harassing and 
more remunerative in view. May all his 
hopes be realised. 


The Thentres, 


PRINCESS’S. 


Mr. J. Anderson is playing around of his 
favourite characters with great success; he 
is well supported by Mr. Bazil Potter, and 
Miss Elsworthy, particularly in the tragedy 
of ** Macbeth,” which is well put upon the 
stage. The afterpiece of “ The First 
Night” introduced Miss Maria Harris, a 
very pretty and interesting girl of sixteen, 
the daughter of the lessee, Mr. A. Harris, 
who himself played Achille Dufard, the 
father of the debutante, with that vivacity 
and empressement that characterize our vola- 
tile neighbours, the French. It was in 
every respect an excellent performance, and 
had the merit of not being a copy of any 
actor whom we have seen play the part. 
The young lady pleased us much by. the 
unaffected gaiety, andthe genuine taste and 
talent she displayed in the qart of Emilie. 
Her success was complete. 
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ADELPHI. 
The admirers of Mr. J. L. Toole, the 
favourite comedian, of this theatre, assembled 
in prodigious force on Wednesday evening, 
when every square foot of available space 
was as closely occupied as the frontage of 
Cornhill, and crowds of disappointed 
applicants were unable to obtain admission ; 
so great, indeed, was the demand for places 
that a portion of the orchestra was converted 
into orchestra stalls. Mr. Toole’s reception 





as De Rosherville, in “The Willow Copse,” 





were admirably represented, and called 
forth the most enthusiastic applause. Great 
praise is due to the proprietor, Mr. Flex- 
man. 





POLYGRAPHIC HALL. 

The celebrated Lauri family gave a new 
entertainment at this Hall on Wednesday 
last, which is entitled, “ Going on anyhow.” 
The entertainment is very amusing, and 
consists of a variety of whimsical charac- 
ters, represented by Miss Jenny Lauri, her 


was, to adopt a popular and expressive term, | sister Fanny, and the brother Septimus, 
“stunning.” The admirable acting of , Who are all stage-struck, and who attempt 
Messrs. Webster and Bedford, Miss Wool- | to outvie each other in Scotch, Irish, and 


gar and Miss Simms needs no praise; but | Yankee characters. 
** That Blessed Baby” having introduced the | 


comedian to the public for the first time as 
the bewildered parent, we may chronicle the 


fact that he played the part with great spirit, | 


and elicited incessant laughter, “ The 
Enchanted Isle” burlesque closed the per- 
formances. The Lord Mayor and Ledy 


Mayoress occupied the royal box. The | 


beneficiaire had to appear before the curtain 
several times during the evening ; he made no 
address, 





ECLECTIC HALL. 

At this amateur theatre on Friday last 
the tragedy of “Othello”? was very in- 
differently performed ; indeed, the club has 
acted this play so continually, that to criticise 
every member in the principal characters 
who attempt them becomes a bore, both to 
ourselves and our readers. After the play 
the drama of “ Peerless Pool” was well 
worthy of our notice, it being extremely well 
acted by all who took parts in it. The 
Duke of Gloucester, by Miller, was very 
talentedly represented, both as regards 
vigour and action, and the dress he wore 
was of the first-class. Mr. Ross sustained 
the part of Wat Elliott with very consider- 
able artistic skill and ability, The other 
characters were very efficiently filled by 
Messrs. St. Clair, Berry, Hamilton, Walters, 
and Simpson. Miss Osmond, as Verity, 
showed intelligence in her acting, and 
looked the character charmingly. Mrs. 
Atkins and Miss Willoughby were also 
quite up to the mark, A very great feature 
was accomplished by Messrs, Brown and 
Miller, the stage and acting managers, in 
the scenery department. The three ta- 
bleaux, at the conclusion of the first act, 





Miss Jenny is very 
clever in assuming the characters of Becky, 
a stage-struck servant; the Ion. Poppinjay 
Dawdle, an exquisite; and a Volunteer 
Rifleman, all of which were very cleverly 
acted. Miss Fanny, as a little lady, but a 
“ Sir Oracle” in her way, assuming cha- 
racters of Mildred Morgan, a Yankee girl, 
and a Volunteer Rifleman. She personated 
the Yankee girl in a very happy and amusing 
manner and although very young possesses 
rare and original talent. The brother as- 
sumed characters of Shaugnessy O’ Doddle, 
an Irish hodman ; Billy Bilberry, a Lanca- 
shire gawky ; and a Volunteer Rifleman ; he 
was very good in the Irish character, having 
a rich brogue, and his dancing being both 
characteristic and clever. Professor James 
| gave his ventriloquism, which was highly 
amusing. The hall was full of company, 
who were very respectable, 








| 

THE WITCHES IN MACBETH. 

| Anold contributor tothisjournal, B.W.W. 
| (the identity so clear) offers to break a 
lance with ‘ Anti-Fantastic’ in “The 
Players,” a new publication, on the subject 
of ‘*Macbeth’s Witches,’ and I will 
accept the challenge. Without much taste 
for polemics, let us politely doff the cap of 
courtesy to B. W. W. (an indefatigable and 
a fair opponent of error), in the old spirit 
of chivalry. And first, I desire to express 
my conviction of the decided talent of a 
certain writer in ‘The Players,” probably 
one of the most scientific men alive, if not 
a sound critic. I do not desire, however, 
the epithets of commiseration so very mer- 
cifully bestowed upon me by B. W. W. in 
his elaborate epistle or article, as ‘“ Anti- 
Fantastic” is unconscious of mental aberra- 
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tion, and good humouredly, would return 
the compliment of sympathy and tender- 
ness. If such an interchange be acceptable 
to the foe, a slip of the pen is conceded in 
limine to B. W. W., relative to the beards 
of the witches, and this is all the concession 
that is intended in this response which must 
be curtailed within moderate limits, the 
eacoethes scribendi being a malady peculiar 
to the young, and “ Anti-Fantastic” owns 
to certain years. Macbeth is wrought upon 
evidently by ‘‘ Fate and Metaphysical aid” 
(the text of the poet.) Lady Macbeth 
knew him well and thoroughly. The 
question is then how he was influenced by 
the witches. He is startled, at least, by 
their first appearance, and, addressing them 
without much courtesy, what is his adjura- 
tion? B. W. W., the champion of the 


| Macready’s opinion that two such per- 
formers as Bennett and Ryder were fit to 
embody the terrific, if not revolting hags. 
In conclusion, though “ Anti-Fantastic” 
deliberately declines prolonged controversy 
either on this or any other subject, he is 
prepared to meet any mortal critic in a fair 
arena, and, to use an expression of the great 
Napoleon’s, pulverise him in the encounter, 
for there is accumulated testimony through- 
out the mighty play, in the words of the 
poet, and likewise in the spirit of the 
tragedy, that the fatal sisters imposed 
upon Macbeth by no syren charms, but by 
appeals to his excitable and superstitious 
imagination. Awnti-Fantastic. 


OLD ENGLAND FOR EVER. 


Strange sounds of dire commotions thrill 





writer in ‘* The Players,” (quite as able to 
defend himself as any one, for he is a close 
reasoner enough) does not dwell much 
upon this! Why? He knows well 
enough that the words will not corroborate 


Through continental hearts, and fill 
The world with wild alarms ; 

Yet Britain keeps her wonted state, 

With peaceful mien and look elate, 
Amid the clash of arms. 





his view of the subject. They are awful 
beings, who scare the nerves and curdle 
the blood, making the heart knock at the 
ribs, “against the use of nature.” I may | 
suggest that they are incarnations of destiny, 
the fatal and- inexorable sisters of the 
heathens, Let my opponent show me a 
simple passage in the play where the three 
weird women are invoked without some- 
thing of awe and horror! ‘ How now, ye 
secret, black, and midnight hags,” says 
Macbeth ‘ what is’t ye do?” They reply, 
“ A deed without a name.” Is it possible 
to torture words so as to escape the inevit- | 
able corollary? Bennett and Ryder would | 
play the witches better than mere comic 
actors, but if the stage were in its pristine 
condition, the genius of an Emery, or a 
greater than Emery, would be the proper 
illustration of the conception of the poet. 
They are not august, but powerful and fear- 
ful, they are the witches who are prompting 
the Thane to evil throughout. Probably 
the great French melo-dramatic actor, 
Lemaitre, would have performed such parts 
better than any one alive. B. W. W., 
what are you thinking of? Because an 
extremely clever man makes a mistake must 
you endorse it with all the power of your 
pen? Recur tothe play ina spirit of im- 
partiality, collate the readings, let reason 
be your guide, and reasonably accept Mr. 





The Island-home of Freedom’s sons, 
The Birth-place of earth’s mighty ones, 

Is still as ’ twas of yore. 

The refuge of the brave and free, 
Where Altars, Throne, and Liberty, 

Stand firm for evermore. 

What reck we though the war-clouds lour ? 
What reck we though despotic power ; 

Its vengeful threats hath hurl’d ? 
A wall of steel around our coasts 
Shall guard us from the Gallic hosts, 

And dare a hostile world. 

Nor is a Briton’s boast in vain, 
See marshalling on ev’ry plain 

A Phalanx strong and brave ; 
Firm asthe grasp of Destiny 
They hold the birth-right of the free, 

Or fill the patriot’s grave, 

And unity is ours ;—the jar 
And strife of internecine war 

We know not,— dread not, here ; 
To guard our shores each seek the van, 
The merchant and the artisan, 

The peasant and the peer. 

And hearts of oak on ev'ry sea 
Assert our old supremacy 

As rulers of the main ; 

That hard-won right our fathers gave, 
Wherever rolls the ye | wave, 

That right we'll still maintain. 
And commerce undeterr’d shall steer 
Its course o’er either hemisphere, 

And visit ev’ry clime ; 

For the strong hand of Sov’reign might 
Shall succour and uphold the right, 
E’en to the end of time. 8 


Pouiteness.—In practice itisa thing which we 
should have a great deal of trouble to explain, for it 
follows received customs and usages ; it 1s associated 
with times, places, and persons, and is not the same 
in the two sexes, nor in different ranks. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Nortice.— All Communications for the Editor to be 
forwarded, postage paid, to the Printer, No. 16, 

Yardley Street, Wilmington Square, Clerkenwell, 
and Advertisements to be forwarded not later than 
Monday, 12 o'clock. 

R. Carter.— We made no allusion as to the acting 
of the part, well knowing the ability and experi- 
ence the gentleman possesses. As to the dressing of 
the character it was quite incorrect. 

M. S.—The advertisements will be 2s. 

W. Bartlett.—TZhe numbers are left at Lacy’s, 
Strand. 

Speculation.— We only know gentleman amateurs 
as their name appears in the bill ; the name may 
be Oliver instead of Hughes for aught we know. 
Mr. Hurlstone played at the Lyceum some years 
back with C. Matthews. 


Che Theatrical Journal, 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 45, 1860. 





THE STAGE CONSIDERED, 
WITH RELATION TO THE DIVERS ATTACKS THAT 
HAVE BEEN MADE UPON IT BY 
MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH, 

“To hold as ’twere the mirror up to Nature; to 
show Virtue her own feature, scorn her own image 
and the very age and body of the Time its form and 
pressure,” 

BY B. W. W. 

Parr IIl.—The Profundity of Shakespeare’s 
Writings: Kossuth taught the English Language 
through the medium of Shakespeare’s Plays: 
The Rey. J. K. Robinson’s denouncement of the 
English Stage as an institution prejudicial to the 
morals of society: The fallacy of such a doctrine : 
David Garrick and Reform: The Imperishability 
of the Drama, 

Shakespeare, or rather what are known 
as his works, has been the schoolmaster of 
millions through succeeding generations, 
and his productions have furnished food for 
commentary for nearly three centuries past, 
and such is the profundity of his writings 
that they will still afford the same appliances 
to future generations of men, and as time 
shall progress the infinite beauties that 
abound in them will become still further 
recognised, still more popular to the true 
student of Nature and the faithful admirer 
of genius. They cannot pale before any 
meteor, nor become eclipsed by any con- 
stellation in the literary world, 

It is a fact—marvellous, though it be— 
that the spirit of the Immortal Bard forced 
itself even into the Austrian dungeon of the 
noble, the patriotic Kossuth, and it was 
from the page of the Bard which, during 


the incarceration of that patriot to the cause 
of liberty, that he derived his knowledge of 
the English language. Shakespeare, aided 
by acommon dictionary, was the only com. 
panion of his solitude, and the result of that 
companionship was that frequent elaborate 
display of oraturical powers by means of 
which a few years since be won the admira- 
tion of every true Englishman, Shall we, 
with even one such example as this of 
Kossuth before us cry out the Robinsonian 
“‘ woe.” What act of this noble man’s life 
would warrant us in such a proceeding ?— 
Not one. 

It would be needless to quote here the 
many examples of good that have accrued 
from the existence of the stage in great 
Britain, else we might, as Pope hath it— 

Pour out all as plain 
As downright Shipper or old Montaigne. 

Intrigue, vice, and profligacy are no 
longer the chief characteristics of our 
modern drama, The productions of modern 
writers evince more refinement and (alack !) 
less genius? Dryden, Vanbrugh, Etheredge, 
Southern, Cibber, and Congreve, are now 
forced to give place to Sheridan Knowles, 
Bulwer Lytton, Westland Marston, Douglas 
Jerrold, and many others, all fine moral 
writers, who have furnished the stage with 
good dramatic literature, suited to our time, 
These, with Shakespeare, Otway, and oc- 
casionally the most admissible plays of others, 
are the works that find favour with the critic 
and the playgoer of the nineteenth century. 

These being facts we argue that those 
clerical gentlemen who have so frequently 
expressed their conviction of the immoral 
effects of the drama are guilty of great 
inconsistency, and their denunciations must 
therefore be considered as relating to a past 
evil rather than to an existing one. 

We will now quote a sentence or two 
from Mr. Robinson’s work, which we must 
take leave wholly to dissent from :— 

“Tt has been asserted that much has 
been done to remove this national stain 
[the immorality of the national drama], 
and it has been a kind of fashion to pro- 
nounce the stage as a school of morals. 
Woe be to that country which is content to 
derive its morals from such a source as the 
stage.” 

The Reverend Gentleman is altogether 
in the wrong course here, for we contend 





that much, very much, has been done to 
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abolish everything that is immoral from 
the stage ; managers have too nice a sense 
of their own position with relation to the 
public, and are ever willing to conform to 
the very proper refinement of the time. 
For the accomplishment of this end they 
have spared no pains, no amount of labour. 
If, then, this has been done—and none, we 
believe, can prove contrary—are not the 
charges of Mr. Best, Mr. Close, Mr. Robin- 
son, Mr. Spurgeon, or any other gentleman 
of the soz-disant crusade without founda- 
tion, or at all events rendered nugatory. 
We opine so. It must be acknowledged 
that it has been admitted by high-minded 
and most religious men that for every pur- 
pose that partakes of the moral and the 
intellectual that, to the Bible, there need 
only be added Shakespeare. 

So far as the apostrophe ‘“‘Woe be to that 
country which is content to derive its morals 
from such a source as'the stage ” is con- 
cerned, we take leave to assert that the 
stage is a school that cannot fail to do 
honour and credit to those who follow it 
without abusing it. ‘ Ay, there’s the rub,’ 
they will observe ; those who follow it do 
abuse it. There is no flock that has not its 
black sheep to boot, and we confidently 
believe that the followers of Thespis and 
old Aischylus are not the worse members of 
society by far. On the contrary they are 
often as good as the best. And it can 
scarcely be disputed that there is scarcely 
another profession which cherishes and fosters 
more talent and more genius—for there is 
genius amongst actors still, despite the 
reiterated assertions that the species is 
extinct—than the stage, where the ideal 
and the realistic are each sustained, often as 
true to nature as the philosophizing of 
Shakespeare. Therefore we must repudiate 
this ‘* woe-be-to-that-country-which-is-con- 
tent-to-derive-its-morals-from-such-a-source 
-as-the-stage ”’ doctrine, and accept as a 
more probable corollary, even that of 
Sheridan’s :—‘‘ A play is not to show oc- 
currences that happen every day, but things 
just so strange that, though they never did, 
they might happen.” 

Passing from this we will quote another 
sentence or two from Mr. Robinson. “ That 
Garrick did much to reclaim the stage, to 
purify it, and throw off the horrid mass of 
putrefaction which had been allowed to 
accumulate about it, it is willingly acknow- 

































ledged, but perhaps it will be also acknow- 
ledged that much remained, and still remains 
to be done, That Augean stable has had 
but a partial cleansing, the very structure of 
it does not admit of purification.” 

We cannot perceive any justification of 
the charge of putrefaction upon the stage, 
for we must protest that we have never seen 
anything so wretchedly bad upon it that 
it has been festering. Garrick certainly 
did make several reforms, for which he is 
held in grateful remembrance; but when 
they are compared with what has since 
been done by gentlemen that are still living 
(of whom Mr. Robinson in his work affects 
to be ignorant) they appear almost as no- 
thing. Witness the reforms made by Mr 
Macready and Mr. Webster, both before 
and behind the curtain. ‘The Reverend 
Mr. Robinson is also of opinion that “ the 
applauses of the great are frequently far 
from fixing the stamp of truth and desert 
on the causes they advocate, or the pursuits 
to which they give the sanction of their rank 
and influence, It should ever be remem- 
bered that in the example of the great 
there is no guarantee for the safety and 
innocence of imitation: if this should be 
admitted, every vice under the sun would 
be from time to time sanctioned.” 

We reject this assertion, for where the 
great are wise we do right to follow in their 
footsteps and take pattern by their example. 
It may be very true, notwithstanding this, 
that the great may applaud much worthless 
stuff even in the form of dramatic litera- 
ture; but still this has nothing to do with 
“HE Drama,” which is imperishable, for 
it is one out of many conservative institu- 
tions of this country that must ever endure, 





OUR TRAGEDIANS PAST AND PRESENT. 


S1r,—An interesting conversation took 
place here last evening upon the opinions of 
your numerous correspondents, for some 
months past, on the Kean and Macready 
controversy. Among the company were 
some whose opinions are entitled to the 
highest respect, and the majority of them 
agreed in placing the great ‘Tragedians in the 
tollowing order ;— 

J.P. Kemble, G. F. Cooke, E. Kean, Con- 
way, J. Palmer, C. M. Young, ‘I. Archer, 
Warde, Vandenhoff, Macready, J. Wal- 





lack, C. Kemble, Stephen Palmer, 8. Butler, 
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Cobham, Elton, G. V. Brooke, Anderson, 
Phelps, and C, Kean. 

The following are the characters in which 
each actor was allowed to excel :— 


J. P. Kemble, as Hotspur. 

G. F. Cooke, as Iago. 

E. Kean, as Richard ITI. 

Conway, as Coriolanus. 

J. Palmer, as Macbeth. 

C. M. Young, as Hamlet 

T. Archer, as Othello. 

Warde, as Brutus. 

Vandenhoff, as Cato. 

Macready, as King Lear. 

Wallack, as Rolla. 

C. Kemble, as L'aulconbridge. 

Stepn. Palmer, as Romeo. 

S. Butler, as Caractacus. 

Cobham, as Sir E. Mortimor, 

Elton, as Shylock. 

G. V. Brooke, as Evelyn. 

Anderson, as Claude Melnotte. 

Phelps, as Richelieu. 

C. Kean, as Prospero. 

Respectfully yours, J. H. Parry. 

Garrick Club, London, W. August 25. 


[ We think J. P. Kemble should be the 
Coriolanus; Conway, Hotspur; Archer, 
Henry IV.; G. V. Brooke, Othello. 
We question very much whether Brooke 
ever played Evelyn in this country.—Ep. | 


——w 


WOMEN AND ANGELS. 

Now the British feminine theory is, that 
women are angels. ‘This, however, must be 
a loose way of talking; for, as far as I am 
aware, it is difficult to bring an angel into 
Court and institute a comparison. Certainly, 
as far as we know anything about the matter, 
women have much the advantage. Speaking 
as an individual, I have no opinion of that 
combination of heads and wings which painters 
and sculptors have imagined as typical of the 
angelical nature. It is an unsatisfactory sort 
of mixture at the best; and at the worst it 
would be an awful idea to have the partner 
of your toils, and the sharer of your joys, 
buzzing about you in true Caudle mood, and 
humming her sweet reproaches into your 


overwrought ear. I should always be afraid } 


by day lest Mrs. Jones should settle on my 
nose, and at night she might perhaps singe 
her dove-like pinions in the candle. One 
might put her in the cage, indeed; but what 
asad thought if she was to hurt hersweet nose 
against the bars; besides, what would Sir 
Cresswell say !—Once a Week. 


me are 
Theattical Gossip. 

Mapamx Celeste is now gathering her company 
toget*er for the winter season. Amongst those 
already engaged are Miss Julia Bennet, Mrs, 
| Howard, from America, Miss Gougenheim, from 

California, Mr. G. Vining, Mr. Neville,Mr, Watkins, 
from America, Miss L. Thompson, and a numerous 
Corps De Ballet. A drama from the pen of Mr. Tom 
Taylor will inaugurate the season. 

Princess’s.—Mr. Weiss being suddenly indis- 
) posed on Thursday evening, he was unable to appear 
| us Hecate, in “* Macbeth.’ Mr, Bartleman under- 
| took the part at a very short notice, and acquitted 

himself most satisfactorily. 

TrstIMONIAL to Mr, J. C. Bird.—This popular 
east-end tavourite stage-manager of the Effingham, 

Whitechapel Road, was presented on Saturday last, 

wi h a very substantial mark of approbation, in the 
| Shape of a massive gold chain and locket bearing 
the following inscription :—‘‘ Presented by Morris 

Abrahams, Ksq., ml Friends, to Mr, J. C. Bird, as 
| a token of their esteem for him as a man, and for his 
| zeal, energy, and ability as stage-manager and 
| actor.”’ On the obverse side of the locket ‘* Royal 
Effingham, Whitechapel Road, August, 1860.” 
| Mapame Auriol Flexmore.—We have — heard 
| that some of the friends of the late Mr. Flexmore, 
| the popular Clown, who died in straitened cir- 
| cumstances, proposed to his widow to raise a sub- 
scription for her, which she has thankfully declined, 
preferring to rely on her own exertions in her pro- 
fession as a danseuse, not only for her own main- 
tainauce, but for the support of her husband’s 
nother, who has been left dependant upon her. We 
cannot too highly praise the proper spirit of inde- 
pendence which he prompted this resolve. 

Sr. James’s Theatre.—It is confidently stated that 
this theatre has been taken for a term of years by 
Mr. Alfred Wigan, and that it will open under his 
management during the forthcoming season. 

Aw Accident, which might have been attended 
with serious consequences, has occurred at the Opera 
Comique. As Madlle. Prost, one of the actresses 
performing in the “‘ Caid,’’ was descending a flight 
of steps at the back of the stage, the skirt of het 
dress, which was very light and ample, came in 
contact with a gas burner. She was instantly 
enveloped in flames, and must have suffered severely 
but for the prompt assistance of a fireman, who, with 
great presence of mind, extinguished the fire, and 
the artiste fortunately escaped with a few slight 
burns. ‘The performance was immediately continued. 

Mr. W. 8. Woodin.—This talented polygraphist 
gave a farewell entertainment on Friday se'nnight, 
at the Royal Hotel Assembly Rooms, Weymouth, 
which were filled to such an extent as to rende 
breathing somewhat difficult, In all his different 
characters Mr. Woodin was well received, but th: 
triumph of triumphs, both in the way of glibnes 
of utterance and rapidity of transformation, was i 
the speaking song, the grand loco-joko-motwelyri 
‘ Off by the Train,” a marvel of visible and audill 
vivacity. 

WE observe Mr. W. West and Miss Vaughan ar 
giving their popular lecture and vocal entertainmeni 
with great success. It is entitled “A Night wil 
Everybody ; or, a Hit at Man and Manners,” Th 
singing of Miss Vaughan in Ballads is exquisite 
charming. 

Miss Elliston, a granddaughter of the once cé 
brated ‘‘ Rover,” is announced to make her debut i 
a West end theatre, 
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any the heads of young and old in Frankfort by her 
hose lively performances. 
Mrs. Tux Royal English Opera, Covent Garden, will 
from, commence its third season, under the management 
cins, of Miss Louisa Pyne and Mr. W. Harrison, on 
TOUS Monday, October 2nd, 
= DraTH oF Mrs YAres.—Every playgoer who 
ndis- remembers the good old days of the Adelphi, must 
ppear retain a vivid recollection of Mrs, Yates. This 
nder- excellent and highly-gifted lady expired on Thurs- 
nitted day last, at her residence in Camden Town, after a 
le long and severe illness. She was the danghter of 
an Mr. John Brunton, manager of-the Norwich Circuit, 
gry and niece of the Miss Brunton who afterwards 
the became Countess of Craven, On the 12th Sept., 1817, 
att : she made her debut at Covent Garden Theatre as 
rente letitia Hardy. At this establishment she remained 
we for seven years, occupying a very conspicuous 
se his sition as a representative of high comedy characters, 
for * n 1824, she united herself in marriage to the 
R distinguished comedian, Mr. Frederick Yates, then, 
ao and for many afterwards, the part pees of the 
, Adelphi Theatre, first with Daniel Terry, afterwards - 
heard § \ith Charles Mathews the younger, and latterly 
xmore, ® with Mr. Gladstone. To this favourite establishment 
ed cit- § the former Miss Brunton immediately transferred 
a sub- & her services. With another theatre she adopted 
clined, § another course of characters, and passed from high 
er pro- & comedy to domestic drama, In the latter, she was 
} main- FB even more successful, perhaps, at the Adelphi 
sband’s B Theatre than she had been in the former at the 
2 We & Covent Garden. Such piecesas ‘ The Wreck Ashore,” 
f inde- B “ Victorine,” and “Agnes de Vere,” owed the'r 
existence in great part to the influence exercised over 
ted that § the fortunes of the Adelphi by this gifted actress. 
ears by — In 1842, Mrs. Yates lost her husband, and after that 
nder his § event she appeared but little upon the stage. One of 
' of her latest regular engagements was in 1844, at the 
attended § Adelphi, when it passed into the hands of its present 
he Opers lessee, Mr. Benjamin Webster. She played after- 
actresses wards, however, during asingle season, at the Lyceuin 
a flight when that establishment was under the management 
rt of ‘her of Madame Vestris, and then quitted the stage, never 
came inf {0 return to itagain. During the last nine years of 
instantly her life Mrs. Yates spent her days in retirement, 


much beloved by all around her for the amiability 
and affectionate tenderness by which she was charac- 
terised. Mrs, Yates leaves a son to mourn her death, 
Mr. Edmund Yates, who, besides being a zealous 
and energetic member of the civil service, is a 
versatile and fluent contributor to our current litera- 
ture, 

INANIMATE OnsECTS. — We grow attached 
unconsciously to the objects we see every day. We 
may not think so at the time—we may be discon- 
tented, and used to talk of their faults; but let us 
be on the eve of quitting them for ever, and we find 
that they are dearer than we dreamed. The love of 
he inanimate is a general feeling. True, it makes 
nd return of affection, neither does it dissappoint it ; 
its associations are from our thoughts and our 
emotions. We connect the hearth with the confidence 
hich has poured forth the full soul in its dim 
wilights; on the wall we have watched the 
hadows, less fantastic than the creations in which 
@ have ind ; beside the table we have read, 
rorked, and written. Over each and ail is flung the 
tong link of habit: it is not to be broken without 
pangs 

“A rew Goop Actors WANTED, who can invest 
small sum in the purchase of stage dresses |”’ is the 
beading of an eivadiemnans put forth by Mr. 
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Fraulein Gossmann, a comic actress, is turning | 











Samuel May, the well-known theatrical costumier of 
Bow-street, which will be found in some of 
our journals. Now, let us inform the principal 
members of the “sock and buskin” that if their 
dresses are fast fading, their ornaments and spangles 
becoming tarnished, and shine not so brightly as 
they were wont to do, to lose no time in calling at 
Mr, May’s establishment to array themselves in fresh 
attire to ‘ fret and strut their hour upon the stage.”’ 
The tragic actor, as well as comic, can here be amply 
accommodated, for Mr. May is as happy to provide 
dresses suitable for the characters of Ham et and 
Macbeth as those for Jem Baggs and Cousin Joe. 
The extensive patronage that he receives in the 
metropolis, by furnishing wardrobes for all the 
principal and minor theatres, warrants us in asserting 
that he is the recognised metropolitan theatrica 
costumier, and consequently a true friend of the 
drama. Let us add that he likewise provides 
wardrobes for several of the most popular provincial 
establishments, ships off large quantities of costumes 
to America and Australia, and dresses amateur 
theatricals and masqueraders as no other gentleman 
in his “ line’’ can do. 


An unfortunate individual has sent us the following 
proof of his unfitness to be at large under the sup- 
position of sanity. ‘Why shouldn’t you sell any- 
thing to a man in bed ??—‘* Because a cash 
pee is best, and it is evident he would be buying 
on tick,” 


An OLp Maip.—‘‘ Marriage,” says a Scotch 
entlewoman in one of Galt’s novels, ‘is like 
heaven—a thing we must all come to sooner or 
later.” —“ I doubt it, Miss Mally; ye’ve been lang 
spared from it,’ was the consolatory reply of Miss 
Glencairn’s friend. 


A Yankee contemporary needs to be looked to. It 
tells of an Irishman in New York, who was engaged 
in a drain, and had his pick-axe raised in the air just 
as the clock struck twelve, when, determined to do 
no more work, he let go the pick-axe, and left it 
hanging there! © 


HOLLowAy’s OINTMENT AND PILLs.—Giddiness, 
Headache, Pualsy.—These first two symptoms ate 
actually the forerunners of serious diseases, and if 
neglected, palsy or apoplexy too often follow. The 
instant giddiness, dimness of sight, or head-ache 
comes on, Holloway’s Ointment should be freely 
rubbed into the nape and glands of the neck, at the 
same time that his Pills are being taken internally, 
The patient’s safety depends on the assiduity with 
which the ‘directions for use” are carried out. 
Holloway’s remedies repress these symptoms by 
drawing the blood from the head; sufficient Pills 
should be taken to act briskly as a purgative. The 
diet must be regulated, Holloway’s Ointment and 
Pills are obtainable in any country, at a very moderate 
outlay. 





HARRISON’S 
Theatrical Costume Warehouse, 
31, Bow-streEt, W.C., opposite THE Roya 
ITALIAN OPERA, 


ENTLEMEN’S New and Costly Costumes 
lent for Amateur Performances, Costume Balls, 
&c., and made to order. Scenery, Fiags, and Decora- 
tions lent on the most reasonable terms, in Town or, 
Country. Ladies’ Costumes of every description in 
velvets, satins, brocades, &c., for sale or hire, and 
made to order by Mrs. Harrison, Theatrical Costumier 
to the principal ladies in the profession. 
Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-strcet, 
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EOLECTIC THEATRE, SOHO. 


66 (\THELLO ” will be performed on 
Wednesday, Sept. 12th. 

Othello, Mr. 'T. Kelly; Brabantio, Mr. L. Marks ; 
Cassio, Mr. Keeley; Duke, Mr. Hyland ; Roderigo, 
Mr. F. Jones; lago, Mr. Stretton; Desdemona, 
Miss Mountford ; Emilia, Miss Kate Harraway. 

Commence at 7 Precisely. 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S 
TTISTORICAL GALLERY atthe Bazaar, 


Baker Street.—Great attraction; a full length 
portrait model of LORD CLYDE, the gps of 
India, and of GARIBALDI, the Italian patriot, 
has been added to the collection of historical 
celebrities. Stephen (grandson of William I.), in 
the quaint costume of the period, continues to give 
satisfaction to the public.—Admission, 1s.; extra 
room, 6d. Open from eleven till ten. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 


AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
\O street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
Ladies and Gentlemen engagedin amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. <A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 
for an outfit ; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 

Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


THE STAGE, 


LL Persons requiring a practical and 

thorough knowledge of The Dramatic Profession 
should apply at Miss Kelly’s Theatre, 73, Dean-st., 
Scho-square. The only Establishment in London 
where instruction, combined with actual practice, 
can be obtained. Enquire for Mr. Shirley, daily 
from 12 to 1, A few vacancies for utility im the 
ensuing season for Ladies and Gentlemen. 





N.B. The theatre is now in course of decoration, 
and when finished it will be the handsomest minor 
theatre in London ; and after September Ist it can 
be had for benefits and amateur performances on 
reduced terms. 


THE STAGE. 
A Lady and Gentleman of Eminence in the 


Profession are desirous of forming an Amateur 
Dramatic Club, and purpose giving lessons in Elocu- 
tion and Stage Business. ‘Terms for which will be 
Two Shillings each lesson. It is also — to 
play a Tragedy, Farce, and Comedy, at a London 
Theatre in the course of the ensuing season. Every 
care and attention will be paid to the proper ar- 
rangement of the performance. Amateurs wishing 
to join van do so by addressing Philos, care of Mr, 
Goddard, 54, Great Portland-street, W. 


DRAMATIC AND ELOCUTIONARY 
INSTITUTION, 
MM": W. West (late of the Theatres Royal 
Drury Lane and Covent Garden) continues to 
give lessons in Elocution, and to prepare Pupils for 
the stage, at her residence, 26, Store-street, Bedford- 
square, 











ECLECTIC AMATEUR THEATRE, 
J. FLEXMAN 


EGS to Announce to the Amateur Public 
that his Amateur ‘Theatre is the best in London, 
having a raised stage—three feet six inches, six- 
teen feet wide, thirteen feet high, and thirty- 
three fect deep. Dressing rooms with every comfort 
for Ladies and Gentlemen. The Theatre to be Let 
on Moderate terms. 

Any Lady or Gentleman wishing to take parts in 
the pieces teing made up, willplease to Apply at the 
Hall at any hour between 10 a.m. and 11 p.m., 18, 
Denmark Street, Crown Street, Soho. 


The Club next plays—* Othello,” and ‘ Peerless 
Pool;'’ also, ‘The School for Scandal,” 
‘Richard III.’’ a Farce, and Burlesque, for which 
characters may be had by applying at the Hall. 

Any Lady or Gentleman wishing to become a 
member of the Eclectic Amateur Club, can do so by 
applying at the Hall at anytime. Terms, Gentlemen, 
ls. 6d. per week; Ladies, Free. The Club meet 
from 8 to 11. 

Manager, Mr. J. P. Brown. 

Costumier to the Theatre, Mr. Harrison, Bow-street. 
* All communications (inclosing a stamp ifan answer 
is required) to be addressed to J. Flexman, 18, Den- 
mark-street, Crown-street, Soho. 


HIGHBURY BARN. 
(Le Chateau de Fleurs de Londres.) 


(ren Every Evening —INSTRUMENTAL 
CONCERT at Seven o’clock. Dancing com- 

mences at Eight o’clock on the Leviathan. In the 

Hall on Wet evenings. Admission, before 7 o’clock 

Free. After 7 o'clock, 6d. On Sundays, by Re- 

fr eshment Card, 6d. 

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 

High Holborn, 


(Formerly Casino de Venise), 


H* Re-opened.—The Proprietor begs to 
announce the completion of the alterations, 
decorations, &c., of the above popular and splendidly 
appointed BALL-ROOM, which during the recess 
has undergone a complete renovation—is embellished 
in the most elaborate and elegant manner, in- 
cluding a new and beautifully painted ceiling, and 
is furnished in a novel and costly style; and that it 
is Now Open for the Season, Every Evening in the 
Week. The justly celebrated Band, conducted by 
Mr. W.M. Packer, performs nightly a varied selec- 
tion of Operatic and Dance Music, including a new 
selection from Wallace’s ‘‘Maritana’’; Quadrilles 
and Waltzes from Alfred Mellon’s Opera “ Victo- 
rine”; Jullien’s ‘‘ Last Waltz’’; Montgomery’s 
“May Lilian” Schottische; T, E. Thompson’s 
‘Guard of Honour” Lancers; Jolly’s ‘* Louisa 
Pyne Polka”; &c. Doors open at 8 o'clock, 
Overture at half-past 8, and close punctually at 12, 


Admission One Shilling. 








Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Twelve o’clock, 
by Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray’s Inn por ye Holborn, for the Proprietor, Mr. 
W.Bersrow ; and sold by J.Allen, Warwick-lane ; Harris, 
Blackfriars-road; Purkess, 60, Compton-street, Soho; 
Lacy, Bookseller, Strand; J. G. Hopcroft, 14, Little 
Queen-street, Holborn; G. Purkess, Edgware-road ; 
and all Booksellers and Newsvendors. To be hgd, by 
order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
| 16, Yardley-street, Wilmington Square, Clez- 

senwell, 
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